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We hope everyone will bring out their newest and oldest handhelds - working
or otherwise - to let everyone see the wide variety of the new from Alinco,
Icom, Kenwood,    Standard and Yaesu, as well as the selection of vintage
units.
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by Marlena, VE7DFY

In place of my editorial for this month, I wanted to take a bit of space to pay tribute to my Dad...Bill Stewart, VE7JY...who
as most of you know, is moving back to his hometown of Sidney, BC as of Wednesday, May 11th.

A mainstay of NARA since 1968, Dad served in pretty much every office on the Executive, including President for one
term, and as the Technical/RFI and Health and Welfare “officer” for literally decades.  He handled many of the estates of
those hams who passed on, and has been both a longtime volunteer examiner and Static editor.  He was named Ham of
the Year by NARA in 1979, and received his life membership in 1987 - both honours he is very proud of to this day.  Dad
put in countless hours helping people set up/maintain their ham stations and towers in the Nanaimo area and beyond,
and his passion for the hobby - which began back at the young age of 18 (receiving his Basic licence in 1961 and
Advanced in 1962) - has inspired many people to become hams themselves (including my husband and myself).

Dad, on behalf of the entire Nanaimo Amateur Radio Association, there are not enough words to thank you for the
countless hours of service you have given to the club, for all the care and guidance you have given many members over
the years, and for the many friendships you have made among us for the last nearly four decades.  You will be missed.

Upon asking Dad if it would be okay to pass the torch of the “Seen and Heard” column and the Techical/RFI and Health
and Welfare functions for the club, he definitely welcomed the idea.  So, if anyone is interested in taking any of these on,
please let your Static editors and/or the current NARA Executive know.  It goes without saying that people are the heart of
NARA; so it would be nice to have the column and/or those functions carry on in Dad’s absence.

Best of luck in Sidney-by-the-Sea, Dad...we wish you and Anne (VA7DHK) every happiness - and we look forward to
seeing you both at Koffee Klatch on those Saturdays you might be up here visiting - which we hope is often!  �

HOT AIR FROM THE PRESIDENT
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One of the basic golden rules we should all live with is 'be nice to your neighbour' and for radio ama-
teurs it has always been important.  Ours is quite often a visible hobby with the tower, the beams and
the dipoles displayed quite prominantly at our QTHs and there has been a lot written about the trials
and tribulations of concerned neighbours, demanding planning boards or municipal councils.

With the emergence of many new techologies however, this rule may become even more critical.  Most all of you have
read some articles about BPL (Broadband Over Power Line) and the threat for increased noise all across the bands.
Even if your local power company doesn't have any plans for BPL you may still find significant challenges with some of
your neighbour's plans to move to the new 'wired household'.

A recent article in the New York Times discussed several of the different alternative for connecting all the myriad de-
vices that will eventually want to communicate together or talk across the net.  One of these options is the 'HomePlug
Powerline Alliance' standard  HomePlug 1.0 that is intended to use electrical wiring in the home to carry data.  Any de-
vice plugged into an outlet would be  connected.  There are hopes that an advanced version of this standard called
HomePlug AV will be used to become the industry standard for home-entertainment networks.

Of course there are other alternatives being explored using coax or ultrawideband (UWB) wireless or combinations of
all of the above. That's where the good neighbour part is going to come in.  If any of this comes to pass in your immedi-
ate vicinity, it will be very important to be on good terms with your neighbour so you can assist him in minimizing any
interference, if and when it might occur.  It also means working with your neighbour to ensure your signal isn't interfer-
ing with his systems and being able to assist in troubleshooting any interference problems he might be having.

Even if there aren't any technical reasons, it’ s just nicer to be nice.
Cheers...Chris, VE7TOP



From the Secretary’s Desk
de Pat, VA7PLH
E-mail:  plharper@shaw.ca
Phone #:  716-1728
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’Til next month, 73 Pat VA7PLH - Club Secretary
(or for the month of MAY in honour of our VETS:  CF7PLH)
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Some quotable quotes:

·   The reason computer chips are so small is that computers don't eat much.

·  Press any key to continue, or any other key to cancel.

·  A bus station is where a bus stops, a train station is where a train stops.  On my desk I have a
work station...

·  Don't trust a statistic you haven't faked yourself.

·  If you are good, you will be assigned all the work.  If you are real good, you will get out of it.

·  Look! Before our very eyes, the future is becoming the past.

·  If it weren't for the last minute, nothing would ever get done.

·  I used to think I was indecisive, but now I'm not so sure.

·  Any sufficiently advanced magic is indistinguishable from technology.

More of these gems at the source: http://phd.pp.ru/Texts/fun/signatures.txt                                                                 
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Submissions for the next
issue of Static are due to Rob
VA7RJE
(rfrolic@hotmail.com) by
June 5, 2005, unless
otherwise notified.
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Dates for the ICS 100 and ICS 200 Provincial Emergency Program Training
Sessions are pending - I hope to have dates by our May regular club meeting
night. If anyone that was not at the last ICS 100 is interested in another ICS-
100 level training, give me a call (758-9035) or send me an e-mail
(ve7bgp@rac.ca).

If you haven’t taken ICS 100 yet, I highly recommend that ALL club members
do, as it is very important protocol to know in the event of an emergency. I will
put you on the sign up list.

The Earthquake Search and Rescue training course is another interesting day
course; I will inform you of the next class. If any club members are interested
in taking this training, let me know.  Training will make us all more useful in
the event of an emergency.

Anyone interested in classes give me - Gerry VE7BGP - a call or e-mail me at
ve7bgp@rac.ca.  Or, show up Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m. at the Nanaimo
Volunteer Emergency Center a.k.a. the Old Departure Bay Firehall on
Wingrove St.  Anyone interested in getting an Amateur Radio Qualification
Certificate is welcome to show up there.

We now have students interested in taking their Basic exam.  Join the club -
we provide loan of training textbooks, a training instructor, and an accredited
Industry Canada examiner to administer the exams.

Please come if you want to upgrade to HF privileges by passing the 5 Word
Per Minute morse code Test.  At the present time, 5 WPM is the only code
requirement to get your HF operating privileges and explore the exciting world
of the High Frequency Bands.  Digital Operating is easier than ever with the
recent programs and computer sound cards.  I am sure if morse code is
dropped as a requirement, an Advanced level of technical knowledge will be
required for HF privileges - so get your morse code NOW!  If you’re starting out
fresh with morse code, feel free to show up at 7:00 p.m.  If you have some
code knowledge and want practice, or if you want help studying for your Basic
Certificate or upgrading to Advanced, come around 7:45 p.m.  I have heard the
Industry Canada Exams have or will be soon be changed, and the pass mark
will be raised to 75% from 60%.
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Lionel and Laurie are doing well, and I expect they will soon become VE or
VA7’s...
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Murray, VE7MUX


