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>>April Program<<

This month’s meeting is a video night.
So please come down and enjoy the show!
Hope to see you there.

N.A.R.A.
Swap and Shop)|

NARA will be hosting a swap and shop on S
urday May 27th from 9amto 1 pm. Please
come down and see what is being offered.
There will be a concession offered for
breakfast and lunch. Details available at
nara,nisa.com
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Chris, VE7TOP

| suppose it’'s a little late for New Year’s resobmis but how about getting all invigorated for sgri Today
we leapt ahead into Daylight Savings Time and Mkmay personal harbinger of spring: the garage ses,
in full bloom yesterday. I'll also confess to hagibeen taken in, hook, line and sinker by the

April Fool's story in the local free paper. Thigsvthe one about an investor planning on 7=

building a casino and condo development up on tintharn ridge of Mount Benson. My | %

first thought was that any public development ugh@amountain would mean a great, hig

elevation site for repeaters and VHF contestingifit@dame with paved roads, so much the

better. 1 got all the way to the last paragraploteethe little worm of doubt overcame my

gullibility. Too bad, it would have been a greaepeater site.

By now many of you will have heard that the cluls baen successful in obtaining a grant from theipotal
government to upgrade and refurbish our repeastaliations. I'd like to offer congratulationsatl those
club members who worked so hard to make this @&yedh spite of an excellent proposal with fulipgport
from the City of Nanaimo we were turned down thistfiime and then a second time. If it wasn’ttfo per-
sistence and ‘stick with-it-ness’ spirit of thosencerned | sure we wouldn’t be celebrating thisrawa

It's that same persistence which has provided tis avivorld- class linked repeater system that dpsrall
the way up and down Vancouver Island. Up till re¥ot of that work has been through personal effort
equipment donations and sharing and on occasiosum some duct tape held a few things togethexells
As Radio Amateurs we know full well the benefitshalving an effective communication system when yol
need it. As an aside, just right now I'm listentogvancouver Coast Guard Radio setting up a coscimred-
ule with a boat that has run aground. I'm sureftiies on board that vessel are mighty relievelrtow
someone is looking out for them.

The whole rationale for our grant was to bring ltle corner of the repeater system up to datetarue a
dependable, state of the art system able to lobkootihe people of Nanaimo, if and when the neska.
Having said all that it won't just be the hardweagquired but it also takes people to make a sysiterk.
Keep that in mind whenever you next take the timehteck in on net. We all need each other.

Chris Anton, VE7TOP
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From the Secretary’s Desk

de Pat, VA7PLH
E-mail: plharper@shaw.ca; Phone #: 716-1728
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Solar cycle forecast breakthrough
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#42 Submitted by Roger VA7RS
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TWO on the Isle
de Dave, VE7TWO
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Training & New Hams Profiles

ICS-100 Level Training if you are interested give me a call or E-mail @nchy Training below.

If you haven't taken ICS 100 yet | highly recommeXtiClub Members to take ICS 100 which is
very important Protocol to know in the event oftamergency. A don’'t know how many took the
ICS and Rapid Damage Assessment courses recefaheaf will keep you posted when more
are Available. Training Schedules TBA.

| will be at the training center Tuesday nighthédp those who want HF privileges by going
over the theory need to upgrade to 80% from yo@t 60 70% pass mark. Or to help you upgrade to ttheaAced Cer-
tificate giving you the same upgrade but you cao gkt more technically involved and run more Poweill be re-
cruiting for more Students and | hope some Club bexscan help me with teaching the Regulationsosimel aspects
of training so | can concentrate on the Tech Theary of training. Hopefully we can get Classesgan the month of
Sept. | have had one new student Bert sign up@indhe Club he already has his marine HF quatifica | have an-
other Candidate Russell.
Anyone interested in classes give me Gerry VE7BGRIlaat758-90350r E-mail me ave7bgp@rac.cadr show up
Tuesday Nights at 7:00 PM at the Nanaimo Volunkreergency Center aka Old Departure Bay FirehalMamgrove
St. Any one else interested in getting a Amatewi®@ualification Certificate is welcome to show thiere We now
have Students interested in Taking Their Basic Exandoin the Club we provideloan of Training Text Books,
Training Instructor andA Accredited Industry Canada Examiner to administerthe Exams.The Morse code was
dropped from being the sole additional requirenfienHF access. It is still one of the 3 options.
New HF access requirements are 1 Rewrite to get@0Your Basic Exam, 2 Get your 5-WPM Morse cod&et your
Advanced certificate. Morse code is still neeftgbperating HF in countries you visit that stélquire Morse code
USA is one at present. Show up at the Nanaimo \tekimEmergency Center, aka Old Departure Bay Hirah@:00 if
you want upgrading for HF privileges by rewritirgdet 80% or prepare for the Advanced Certificabedustry Canada
Exams have now changed and the Pass mark is ngedria 70% from 60%. An 80% mark is now requireddoess
the HF bands 70% gives you privilege for above 3@zMnly. | don’t think Industry Canada will granFhprivileges
those with 3 years operating experience each yéank it was a one time Grandfathering.  listill help those who
want to learn the Morse Code and It thrills mede goung people keeping that Ham Radio traditioreal

73 till May
De Gerry VE7BGP
Training Director

Remember that there are several phases to buildEweaters:

The decision that another open repeater woulkl dieod thing

Acquiring parts

Mounting all the parts in a open workshop rack

Making the assembly of parts work as a unifi¢uble

Finding a permanent home for the new repeatemn affordable price

Preparing the site (backup battery bank (if ee@dtower-mounted antenna, feedline, etc)
Installing the repeater, item by item, into femanent cabinet rack

Making longer cables to replace the ones thabmnger reach

Making everything that broke work again

10. Transporting the cabinet to the repeater site

11. Fixing what broke during transport, includirguning the duplexer

12. Spending several weekends beating the lastliggemto submission

13. Announcing that the repeater is on-line and avie

14. Listening to the users whine

15. After a few years deciding that the user hassleworth it, and selling the repeater to sotieeoham for
1/10 of what you have into it.

16. Becoming a repeater user yourself for a fewsyea

17. Realizing that having another repeater would geod thing.

CoNoOrWNE



NARA'S 2006 open House

It was a great night for all. Lots of amateurs grNARA for their open house and hopefully a gaotkt
was had by all. Its always enjoyable when one Imagpgportunity to meet their fellow amateurs andehav
chat. Some random pictures of the event.

W Y
RAC Forms Advisory Committee on a New Entrywé&kCertificate

The RAC Board of Directors has authorized the fdiomaof an Advisory Committee under the leadersifip
Midwest Director Bj Madsen, VE5FX, to examine whestindustry Canada should be asked to institute a
new Entry Level Certificate for the Amateur Servie€Canada. The committee is considering the very
successful entry level Foundation Licence thatldeen implemented in the UK and Australia to encgerra
youth to take an interest in science and radiotarmtomote growth in amateur radio, and will segkuit

from Canadian radio amateurs as to what shouldbhe th Canada. For the scope and details of the
Advisory Committee's work, and how to contributateh for further details on www.rsgb.org.

Submitted by VA7RS



North Island Invaded e varrs

It was a mission that would have made the miligmyg politicians proud. It was a black ops missiuat tvas
carried out with professionalism and great coortilamawithin the team. The operation was plannedkerly
two weeks via secured communication methods. Nangements or comments on radio, only emails aesd tel
phone calls. Loose lips sink ships.

Mission coordinator was Gord (VE7UY). The date wéarch 11, 2006. The time was 1200 hours. The place
was Port Hardy. The cover was the attendance efvasbutherners at the North Island Amateur RadmeBp
monthly meeting. Team members were Gord VE7UY, RidlWA7AA, Paul VATMPG, Roger (VA7RS) and
the great members of the NIARS club. The code nahf®NCLE RICK was used. The operation was car-
ried out with great surprise and was concludedauttany casualties or reported injuries.

The targets were VE7REH (Rick) and his wife Boififd7BON). The purpose of the invasion was to présen
a small token of appreciation to Rick for his 2@&nrgeof dedication and service to the Island Truypgt&n and
a bigger presentation to Bonita for putting up with

The day was a great event and everyone enjoyedasgtality of Ron (VE7PIP) who hosted the meetiihg.
was a most enjoyable occasion being able to horek flar his great service and dedication. Gord enésd
Rick with a beautiful plaque in appreciation of b&yvice.

It was a great day and was enjoyed by all. Thamkise North Island crew for their usual great hiadipy.

Pictures of the Shelly Mtn. repeater site.

Submitted by
Roger VA7RS
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